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In the Germanic languages the verbs are divided into
two great classes :—Strong and Weak. The strong verbs
form their preterite (originally perfect) and past participle
by means of ablaut (§ 224). The weak verbs form their
preterite by the addition of a syllable containing a dental
(Goth, -da, (-ta), OE. -de, -te), and their past participle by
means of a dental suffix (Goth. •>, (-t), OE. -d, (-I)).
Besides these two great classes of strong and weak
verbs, there are a few others which will be treated under
the general heading of Minor Groups.
The strong verbs were originally further sub-divided
into reduplicated and non-reduplicated verbs, as Goth,
haldan, to hold, letan, to let, preterite haihald, lallot;
niman, to take, hilpan, to help, preterite nam, halp. In
OE. the reduplication almost entirely disappeared in the
prehistoric period of the language (§ 511). The non-redupli-
cated verbs are divided into six classes according to
the six ablaut-series (§ 226). The originally reduplicated
verbs are put together in this book and called class VII.
§ 474. The OE. verb has the following independent
forms:—one voice (active), two numbers, three persons,
two tenses (present and preterite), two complete moods
(indicative, and subjunctive, the latter originally the
optative), besides an imperative which is only used in
the present tense; two verbal nouns (present infinitive
and present participle), and one verbal adjective (the past
participle).
The simple future was generally expressed by the pre-
sent tense as in the oldest periods of the other Germanic
languages, but already in OE. the present forms of beon,
to be, sculan, shall, willan, will, with the infinitive began to
be used to express the future. In the oldest OE. the
perfect of transitive verbs was formed by means of the
forms of habbaii, to have, and the past participle, and that
of intransitive verbs by means of wesan, to be, and the past

